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February 26, 2020  
 
Senate Agriculture, Rural Development and Housing Policy Committee 

Chair Bill Weber  

2109 Minnesota Senate Building  

95 University Avenue West  

St. Paul, MN 551155 

 

Dear Members of the Committee,  
 
The Minnesota Corn Growers Association (MCGA) supports the confirmation of Thom Petersen as 
Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Agriculture. Commissioner Petersen is a tremendous 
advocate for agriculture and has done an exemplary job in his first year on the job as Minnesota’s 
agriculture commissioner.  
 
At the annual meeting of the Minnesota Corn Growers Association in January, I was honored to award 

Commissioner Peterson MCGA’s Friend of Agriculture Award. In our association’s recognition of 

Commissioner Peterson I stated “This year’s award goes to someone who truly embodies the name and 

spirit of this award, Minnesota Department of Agriculture Commissioner Thom Petersen. 

Dating back to his 16+ years with Minnesota Farmers Union, Thom has been a tremendous advocate for 

farmers and someone whose efforts have greatly elevated our state’s ag sector. Now as commissioner, 

Thom’s commitment to Minnesota agriculture is evident in his willingness to always make himself 

available to hear a concern. Over the last year-plus, Thom has seemingly travelled every square inch of 

the state to attend meetings and hear the issues directly from farmers.   

For our organization, Thom has been a great ally in our goal to grow the usage of biofuels to meet 

environmental goals while helping our rural communities. Thank you, for your hard work on our behalf 

and your dedication to Minnesota farmers. We look forward to continuing to work with you in your role 

as Commissioner.”  

My remarks when we awarded MCGA’s Friend of Agriculture Award to Commissioner Petersen best state 

why MCGA supports his confirmation as our Commissioner of Agriculture.  

Sincerely, 
 

 
Les Anderson  
President 
Minnesota Corn Growers Association 


